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Should professors talk politics? 
Iranian student Sepideh Agahi speaks about her experiences with the travel ban Executive 
Assembly, Feb. 7. 
ELISABETH SMITH 
News Editor 
Last week, 60 students 
and faculty members gathered 
around the fountain outside 
of Maher to discuss political 
and social issues. The 
discussion covered topics 
from the immigration ban, 
indigenous peoples, and the 
need for democracy. While the 
discussion was open to the 
public and all points of view, 
some students expressed 
that it marginalized them for 
their conservative ideologies. 
Standing in front of 
a banner titled "Public 
Academic Assembly" along 
the shrubbery, English 
department chair Abe Stoll 
and ethnic studies professor 
May Fu introduced the event, 
inviting students and faculty 
to speak on the open mic. 
Faculty from the English, 
ethnic studies, environmental 
studies, political science, 
humanities, religious studies, 
and anthropology departments 
were present and spoke 
about a variety of issues 
surrounding the University 
of San Diego campus and 
the nation as a whole. 
Two days later at the 
Associated Students Senate 
meeting, sophomore Tyler 
Warren, an AS Senator, 
spoke about the assembly. 
"[The faculty] did it in 
the wrong way," Warren 
said. "They were comparing 
Photo courtesy of Kevin Klein 
Order at the Academic 
our current state with 
Germany in the 1920s." 
Warren did not agree 
with how the university 
professionals approached 
the situation, voicing their 
opinions in a public forum. 
"As a Republican, we're 
not all supportive of the 
President right now," Warren 
said. "A lot of people feel that 
they are being oppressed. I've 
been called a racist by some 
of my best friends because of 
See POLITICS, Page 3 
USD international student 
affected by immigration ban 
KEVIN KLEIN 
Contributor 
An international student 
at the University of San Diego 
was imprisioned in her home 
country of Iran for a public 
dispute she was involved in. 
As a result of the proposed 
immigration ban, she is 
worried that she may not be 
able to return to the United 
States if she needs to travel. 
She also wishes to remain 
anonymous out of fear that 
the Iranian government will 
be able to identify her through-
information that is published 
related to her situation. 
The student is pursuing 
her master's degree in 
Nonprofit Leadership and 
Management through the 
School of Leadership and 
Education Sciences (SOLES). 
She is currently affected by 
President Donald Trump's 
recent Executive Order (EO) 
titled "Protecting the Nation 
from Foreign Terrorist Entry 
into the United States" that 
went into effect on Jan. 27. 
Gregory Grassi, the 
Associate Director for 
the Office of International 
Students and Scholars, has 
attending classes in the 
Spring 2017 semester. Her 
mother was expected to 
travel from Iran to San Diego 





worked with the student at live and assist with the move 
"I have the strength to travel all this 
way, living alone making a life and 
contributing to the university getting 
good grades, [so] what is the problem 
with me?" 




the International Center. 
"The international 
student's claims are 
absolutely true," Grassi said. 
Grassi said that he trusts 
she is being forthright and 
honest about her experiences 
abroad and in herhome country. 
"She seems 
very professional and 
reliable," Grassi said. 
The student was 
accepted to USD for the Fall 
2016 semester but started 
transition. Her mother was 
barred from entering the U.S. 
due to the EO and wasn't 
able to help her daughter. 
"My mom was supposed 
to fly to the U.S. on the day of 
the travel ban," she said. "They 
wouldn't let her on the plane 
because of this. I recently 
moved to California, and I still 
didn't have a place to live in. 





read on page 3 
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International student shares 
experience with travel ban 
INTERNATIONAL continued 
from Front Page 
over and help me at that time. 
This caused me a lot of stress, 
and I had to stay with friends 
and figure out when she was 
coming back. It caused me a lot 
of stress because I didn't know 
if I could leave the country and 
see my family at this point." 
Her mother plans to return 
to the U.S. sometime this May. 
Since the immigration and 
travel restrictions are currently 
lifted, the student and herfamily 
are able to visit each other. 
The Office of International 
Students and Scholars 
(OISS) have helped students 
understand what information 
applies to them and to sort 
reality from myth in regards 
to the dissemination of news. 
"Recent EOs have 
caused significant stress for 
some and, in general, have 
made students more cautious 
about traveling in general as 
the orders made things feel 
more unpredictable." Grassi 
said. "Since the EO, many 
people are also confused 
about the differences between 
issues that affect immigrants 
(documented or not) and 
international students who 
are not immigrants and are 
here on student visas that 
have no immigration intent." 
The office understands 
the importance in sharing 
the most current information 
with students who are 
affected by the EO. 
Although the 9th Circuit 
Court defeated President 
Trump's EO, he already stated 
that he's considering another 
order against immigration. 
David Choi, a reporter for 
Business Insider and the 
Associated Press reports that 
Trump is "considering signing 
a 'brand new order' after his 
refugee and immigration travel 
ban was halted in court." 
There were seven 
countries whose citizens were 
barred from entering the U.S. 
Iraq, Syria, Libya, Somalia, 
Sudan, and Yemen were 
all affected by this EO. The 
student maintains an Iranian 
passport, which leaves her 
skeptical of her accessibility 
in returning to the U.S. if she 
leaves to go back home. 
"Numerous foreign-
born individuals have been 
convicted or implicated in 
terrorism-related crimes 
since September 11, 2001, 
including foreign nationals 
who entered the United 
States after receiving visitor, 
student, or employment 
visas, or who entered through 
the United States refugee 
resettlement program," the 
EO stated. "Deteriorating 
conditions in certain countries 
due to war, strife, disaster, 
and civil unrest increase the 
likelihood that terrorists will 
use any means possible to 
enter the United States." 
The SOLES USD web 
page stated that all students 
pursuing a degree through 
their international programs 
are required to travel abroad 
to fulfill their degree program. 
International experiences are 
designed through SOLES to 
are good public resources 
and where the leadership is 
quite intact. It's good to take 
it further on and teach the 
international community." 
The student noted that 
universities in Southern 
California tend to offer more 
applicable courses and 
international experience when 
compared to other universities. 
After narrowing down her 
choices between University 
of Southern California and 
USD, she chose the SOLES 
program at USD. She picked 
USD because the program 
best fit her professional 
"Since the Executive Order, many 
people are also confused about the 
differences between issues that affect 
immigrants (documented or not) and 
international students who are not 
immigrants and are here on student 
visas that have no immigration intent." 
- Gregory Grassi 
support the student's cultural 
competency. Students must 
meet this requirement to gain a 
better understanding for local, 
national, and global cultures. 
The EO does not 
allow her the opportunity 
to fulfill this requirement so 
she can graduate from this 
desired program. The USD 
administration waived this 
requirement for her and is 
working through potential 
travel restrictions that may 
arise so that she can meet her 
program's requirements and 
graduate. USD is aiding her in 
understanding potential risks 
and obstacles she may face 
from the Trump administration. 
Before the 9th Circuit 
block, she could fulfill her 
international requirement at 
another college, but only within 
the United States. It's currently 
unclear if she will be allowed 
back in the U.S. if she studies 
abroad for that requirement 
after the defeat of Trump's EO. 
"The purpose of the 
course was to go to Guatemala, 
Kenya, or to Tijuana to study," 
she said. "The international 
experience requirement is one 
of the strongest units that I 
really wanted to come to this 
school for. It's better to get 
out of the States. It is known 
for the effect it can have on 
those places. That was the 
purpose of the course, that 
you would go to one of those 
countries to study and not 
in San Diego where there 
needs. She now worries 
that her graduation will be 
postponed due to the EO. 
"I studied in England at 
Sheffield University, did my 
undergrad and even postgrad 
there," she said. "I worked in 
Geneva, Italy, France, Sweden, 
Ukraine, Iran, and Dubai. I've 
seen the education systems 
in these places. I specifically 
wanted to study nonprofit 
leadership, so I researched 
on immigration to build the 
nation's infrastructure and 
settle unoccupied land. The 
cultural melting pot that has 
made America innovative 
is arguably due to the 
experienced immigrants who 
shaped the American identity. 
The America that is enjoyed 
by millions may not have been 
possible without the scholars, 
doctors, or working class 
people that chose to leave 
their homes and immigrate to 
America. She explained that 
this is part of the formula of 
what makes America great. 
"This country was built 
by immigrants in general," 
she said. "Everybody was a 
descendant of somewhere, 
and even 50 or 60 years ago, 
they were handing out green 
cards to people like, 'Here, 
please sign up for a green 
card.' Just anyone. At least 
that guy or person had the 
strength and wisdom to travel 
all the way to this country 
to start studying or building 
something, and that's a good 
quality to have. I have been 
traveling all around the world." 
She spent many 
years studying and working 
abroad. She believes these 
aspects are what makes 
her a valuable asset to the 
American society and culture. 
She said she understands 
the differences of cultures 
and is able to identify key 
problems and is eager to apply 
her studies to social issues. 
"Going back to living 
in the Middle East in Iran, 
Dubai, Kuwait, and even 
the borderlines of Syria and 
Donald J. Trump # 
©realDonaldTrump 
She said that her nationality 
should not determine her 
value to American society. 
In fact, she said that should 
be a bonus to the melting 
pot that is already America. 
"I have the strength to 
travel all this way, living alone 
making a life and contributing 
to the university getting good 
grades, [so] what is the 
problem with me?" she said. 
"I'm not even calling myself an 
immigrant, justa human being." 
Federal Judge James 
Robart of the Western District 
of Washington temporarily 
blocked President Trump's 
executive order on Feb. 4, 
2017. Although international 
students are free to leave the 
country and return to the U.S. 
for now, international students 
are unsure of how long they 
will have that freedom to do so. 
The 9th District 
Court is currently suing 
the Trump administration 
leaving the fate of this issue 
undetermined for now. 
According to the 
Department of Homeland 
Security's Yearbook of 
Immigration Statistics from 
2015, over 84,000 temporary 
visitors, 50,000 green card 
holders, and 25,000 refugees 
from the seven countries 
barred from entering or 
reentering the United States 
will be affected by the EO. 
She explained that 
she conveniently holds dual 
citizenship in both England 
and Iran, so she is able to 
maneuver in and out of the 
U.S. easier than others who 
are affected by the EO who 
X* Follow 
SEE YOU IN COURT, THE SECURITY OF OUR 
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Photo courtesy of Twitter/Donald J. Trump 
President Trump tweeted from his personal account after the 9th Circut Court announced their decision, 
dismissing the EO immigration ban. Trump's administration plans to file another appeal. 
which school had more 
applied courses rather than 
studying and taking exams." 
She stated that, since 
nearly all Americans are 
descendents of immigrants 
who came to America for a 
better life, it should not bar 
foreigners because they 
were not born in the country. 
Historically, America relied 
Lebanon, I was in the refugee 
camps working there." she 
said. "So it makes me a 
strong person and expressive 
person. Someone who 
could help this society as 
well if it wants to be helped". 
She stated that other 
students in her position are 
being treated unfairly in this 
current political climate. 
don't have the same luxury as 
she does. It still is unknown 
whether the EO will apply 
to her if she travels, upon 
reentry into the U.S. even 
though she maintains British 
citizenship. She is only one of 
the many people affected by 
the EO, and she hopes that 
Americans can come together 
in unity to solve this issue. 
VOLUME 54 ISSUE 14 NEWS THE USD VISTA 
Student asserts politics are unprofessional on campus 
Let's talk politics! 
A look at the most recent political news stories, Let's talk politics!, covers national news that is revelant to USD. 





protests in Mexico 
POLITICS continued from 
Front Page 
my political beliefs." 
Warren voiced the 
opposing opinion regardng to 
the a liberal-leaning assembly, 
showing that there is room for 
more dialogue on campus. 
Warren has not responded to 
requests from the USD Vista to 
make an additional comment. 
Professor Stoll spoke 
about faculty practicing political 
urge faculty to talk, reflect, 
and then take action. 
"Our actions 
mean a lot," Stoll said. 
This statement was 
met with support from the 
crowd on the day of the 
assembly. But in response 
to Warren's concerns, Stoll 
stated that he did not think the 
assembly was unprofessional. 
"On the one hand, a real 
liberal arts education cannot 
be insulated from politics," Stoll 
said. "It's not only about beauty 
"I think you want to create a situation 
where students feel comfortable sharing 
views and disagreeing with their 
professors." 
- Thomas Reifer 
action. He asked the assembly 
if it's appropriate for faculty to 
lecture on political issues. 
"Right now, there's stuff 
going on that's outside the 
political norms," Stoll said. 
"These include actions against 
immigrants, women, and the 
judiciary. If these behaviors 
keep happening, we have 
to call them out. We can't let 
them becomq normalized." 
Stoll continued to 
or past history or what's under 
a microscope; real intellectual 
inquiry will inevitably blend 
into the complex and living 
issues of the political moment. 
So I do not think the Public 
Academic Assembly was 
unprofessional. In fact, it 
would be unprofessional 
not to have an open mic." 
Stoll continued by 
recognizing that when 
politics are discussed, 
people may disagree with 
their professors or peers. 
"If we do this right, 
conservative students will be 
invited into the discussion, 
and we will all talk politics 
together," Stoll said. "But it's 
hard to do it right. We should 
keep trying. I hope at the next 
open mic we can hear from 
some conservative voices." 
Stoll also gave advice 
on how faculty should 
approach the subject of 
politics in the classroom. 
"I think we should 
distinguish between what is 
normal policy, and what are 
outside of those norms," Stoll 
said. "Normal policy issues 
are things like whether to cut 
taxes on the rich, or what to do 
about healthcare. I do not think 
faculty should stand at a lectern 
and tell students what to think 
about those sorts of things." 
Sociology professor 
Thomas Reifer echoed 
Stoll's comments. 
"The central value 
of a democratic society is 
the freedom of discussion 
and debate," Reifer said. 
"Professors talking on their 
own time is totally allowed. 
A lot of people who spoke 
[at the academic assembly] 
didn't take a position but 
took a position about the 
importance of democracy." 
In his classroom, Reifer 
Photo courtesy of Kevin Klein 
Students at the Academic Assembly show their support for the public 
voicing of political and social issues. 
encourages his students to 
speak their own viewpoints. 
"I think you want to 
create a situation where 
students feel comfortable 
sharing views and disagreeing 
with their professors," 
Reifer said. "The faculty is 
responsible for presenting 
facts, which is different than 
taking an official point of 
view. We need more vigorous 
presentations of points of 
view in respectful ways." 
Late at night on Saturday, Feb. 11, North 
Korea launched a ballistic missile off its east 
coast toward the Sea of Japan. According to 
BBC News, Sunday's launch took place at 
7:55 a.m. local time (22:55 GMT Saturday) 
from the Banghyon air base in the North 
Pyongan province on the west side of the 
Korean peninsula. According to CNN, South 
Korean officials said analysis suggests the 
missile is a modified intermediate-range 
ballistic missile (IRBM), a Musudan-level 
missile that flew 500 kilometers (310 miles) 
before crashing in the Sea of Japan. 
As reported in The New York Times, 
North Korea had launched the missile to 
raise tensions over its weapons programs 
and to use it as leverage in dealing with the 
Trump administration. However, it was widely 
condemned by organizations such as the 
United Nations, European Union, and NATO. 
According to CNN, the missile that concerns 
U.S. defense officials is the intercontinental 
ballistic missile (ICBM), which, if working 
properly, could deliver a nuclear warhead to 
the United States. U.S. and South Korean 
officials told CNN in January that North 
Korea might be readying two ICBMs for a 
test launch in the near future. 
As reported by the AP, U.S. National 
Security Adviser Michael Flynn has 
resigned from his position as of Monday. 
Flynn was reported to have misled Vice 
President Mike Pence about contacts with 
a Russian diplomat. According to CNN, 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
said Tuesday it's "highly likely" the Senate 
intelligence committee will investigate the 
former National Security Adviser. 
Democrats demanded an independent, 
bipartisan panel to examine possible 
links between the Trump administration 
and Russia, including when the president 
learned Flynn had discussed U.S. sanctions 
with a Russian diplomat as stated in the 
AP. According to the White House Press 
Secretary Sean Spicer, Flynn was asked 
to resign as result of a "trust issue" with the 
president and vice president. BBC reported 
that the retired army lieutenant-general 
initially denied discussions regarding 
sanctions with Ambassador Sergei Kislyak, 
and Vice-President Mike Pence publicly 
denied the allegations on his behalf. If the 
allegations are confirmed, Flynn's action 
to conduct U.S. diplomacy as a private 
citizen would have been illegal prior to his 
appointment as the national security adviser. 
On Sunday, Feb. 12, many protests 
formed in various cities in Mexico to 
challenge the grievances against President 
Donald Trump, as well as the corrupt 
systems of Mexico. According to CNN, 
there were two separate demonstrations. 
Together, they drew an estimated 20,000 
people that merged on Mexico City's main 
avenue, Paseo de la Reforma, in a march 
mostly focused on the new U.S. President. 
According to CNN, the march was a result 
of the Trump administration's deportations 
of undocumented immigrants as well as 
Trump's Executive Order banning travelers 
from seven Muslim-majority nations from 
entering the country. 
According to the Associated Press, 
a recently-released report estimates more 
than 2.5 million immigrants in the country 
live illegally in the metropolitan areas of New 
York, Los Angeles, and Chicago. These three 
cities have pledged to fight President Trump's 
plans to expand deportations. As reported 
in the AP, the study by the nonpartisan 
Pew Research Center underscored the 
challenges Trump could face in rounding up 
large numbers of deportees because many 
areas that are home to large numbers of 
immigrants lacking legal papers oppose his 
plans. 
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How to report a crime 
On campus 
In person: 
Department of Public Safety 









Counseling Center: 619-260-4655 
Center for Health & Wellness Promotion: 
619-260-4618 
University Ministry: 619-260-4735 
The C.A.R.E advocate, counselor on call can be 
reached through Public Safety after hours. 
* 
Off campus 




24 Hour Crisis Hotline: 888-385-4657 
Center for Community Solutions: 858-272-5777 
Resources at your 
fingertips 




CONTACT PUBLIC SAFETY 
^ Emergency (619) 260-2222 
Non-Emergency (619) 260-7777 
Add Emergency Contacts 
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Best boba tea in San Diego 
Despite not having the same 
charm as a mom-and-pop cafe, 
it does serve delicious boba 
tea. Kung Fu Tea is always 
consistent, and they never run 
out of anything or mess up 
your order. Essentially, it does 
exactly what it advertises: 
serve some good tea. Popular 
choices include the Kung Fu 
green milk-tea with boba, taro 
milk-tea with boba, and mango 
slush. Also located in the heart 
of Convoy, the shop is clean 
and simple, but perhaps does 
not have the same charm 
as some of the others. For 
consistently good boba, Kung 
Fu Tea is always a solid pick. 
4. Infinitea ($) 
Possibly the most 
authentic store out of the 
five, Infinitea serves quality 
boba tea, and also features 
a selection of ethnic Chinese 
and Hong Kongese foods. 
The matcha green milk-tea is 
a fan-favorite, as well as their 
popcorn chicken, which are 
menu items most people are 
likely to enjoy. For the more 
adventurous, or those looking 
for authentic cuisine, checkout 
the curry fish balls or noodles 
with soybean paste. Infinitea 
also has a selection of games 
that you can play, and people 
often hang out there and 
relax for an extended period 
of time—the employees don't 
shoo you away if you've been 
sitting for awhile. If you want 
to experience some authentic 
boba tea, stop by Infinitea. 
5. Sharetea ($) 
Sharetea is also a chain, 
but unlike Kung Fu Tea, it is an 
international brand—founded 
in Taiwan in 1992. Sharetea 
has locations all over the 
world, and it is quite popular in 
Asia, as well as in the United 
States. The closest location 
to us is in Convoy, and is 
also worth a shout out for its 
authenticity, given that it is an 
Asian company. Sharetea has 
all the typical drinks, milk-teas, 
slushes, and variations of 
boba, and is very consistent. 
Perhaps not exactly a unique 
find, since there many 
Sharetea stores, it is still one of 
the better places around San 
Diego to grab some boba tea. 
All five of these shops 
offer different variations of 
boba tea, and some are better 
at certain things than others. 
That means you should try all 
of them and find your favorite 
of the bunch. These are all 
worth giving a chance if you 
already like boba, or if you 
have never tasted it before. 
They're all close to campus 
as well, so there's really no 
excuse not to check them out. 
WALKER CHUPPE 
Arts & Culture Editor 
@lord.walker 
Walker Chuppe/The USD Vista 
Up2You II cafe is only a few minutes from campus and is a great place to relax after class. 
3. Kung Fu Tea ($) 
Kung Fu Tea is a chain 
store with many locations 
across the United States. 
Boba tea is becoming 
increasingly popular in San 
Diego, as evidenced by the 
countless tea shops that 
have opened up in the last 
decade. Most of them are 
situated around Convoy 
Street in Kearny Mesa. With 
its large Asian immigrant 
population, Kearny Mesa 
has some of the most 
authentic boba tea around. 
For those of you that 
have never experienced 
the unique Asian drink that 
is boba tea, it is typically a 
sweet, black milk-tea drink 
with gummy tapioca balls at 
the bottom of the cup. "Boba" 
itself is the Chinese name 
for the small balls of tapioca, 
which are placed in a multitude 
of tea and coffee drinks. 
This list features five 
of the best boba tea shops 
in San Diego, all of which 
are within a 10 to 15 minute 
drive of campus. The list 
is in no particular order, 
and all five have different 
specialties and are worth a try. 
1. Up2You Cafe II ($) 
The editor's pick of the 
five, Up2You Cafe II is a short 
drive from campus and is 
located just down Linda Vista 
Road. The milk-tea quality 
Walker Chuppe/The USD Vista 
Kung Fu Tea is a boba tea chain with locations throughout the U.S. 
at Up2You is up there with 
the best, and the ambiance 
is relaxed and trendy. USD 
students rave about the honey 
toast, and the cafe is also 
known for its crepes and other 
desserts. In addition to the 
regular milk-tea with boba, 
the black sugar milk-tea is 
worth a try—it's sweet with a 
hint of caramel. Up2You has 
board games that you are 
able to check out, and there 
are almost always groups of 
young adults playing them 
on weekends. There is also 
another Up2You location in the 
heart of Convoy, but it's much 
smaller and usually more 
crowded. For good boba tea 
that's super close to campus, 
you can't beat Up2You Cafe II. 
2. Square Bar ($) 
Square Bar is a place 
that seems to be struggling 
to find its identity, although it 
boasts some standout coffee 
and tea drinks. A fairly new 
spot in Convoy, Square Bar 
launched itself into the boba 
tea scene through its social 
media campaign, notably on 
Instagram. The black and 
white sleek walls and decor 
at Square Bar are perfect for 
backgrounds for Instagram 
posts and Snapchat stories, 
and it is fairly obvious that 
the cafe is hoping to bring 
in younger customers. 
Square Bar also has 
some great drinks, one of 
the most popular being the 
"Fifty/Fifty," which is iced milk 
with egg pudding, caramel, 
and honey boba. However, 
the service can be spotty at 
best, and it can take a long 
time to get your drinks due 
to out-the-door lines. Yelpers 
have also complained that 
Square Bar is trying to do 
too many things at once by 
offering ice cream, pastries, 
boba, popcorn chicken, and 
other menu items. However, 
the drinks are definitely worth 
the wait—they really are that 
good, which is why it makes 
the top five list. Despite the 
complaints about the service 
at Square Bar, the quality of 
their drinks is arguably the 
best of all the places in this list. 




















Adele won the highest honors of the 
night with Album of the Year, Song of 
the Year, Record of the Year, Best Pop 
Vocal Album, and Best Pop Solo 
Performance. This was the second time 
in Grammy history that an artist swept 
five categories. 
Chance the Rapper seemed to be the 
night's biggest surprise. Chance became 
the first streaming-only artist to receive 
not only one Grammy but three for Best 
New Artist, Best Rap Album, and Best Rap 
performance. 
Twenty One Pilots accepted the 
Grammy for Best Pop Duo/Group 
Performance, not before the two 
walked on stage in their underwear. 
The duo explained that their dress 
choice was a fond call back to once 
watching the Grammys in their 
underwear pre-fame. 
WISMMMMMMM 
Although her "Lemonade" concept 
album seemed to fall short of best 
overall album, Beyonce received Best 
Urban Contemporary Album. 
Even with their respective eight 
nominations, Rihanna and Kanye West 
failed to receive any of the night's 
honors. 
Awkward moments 
Metallica microphone malfunctions, a 
tumbling James Corden, and Adele's 
f-bomb on live TV were just a few of the 
night's flubs. 
Artist Joy Villa turned heads, donning a 
dress with Donald Trump's campaign 
slogan "Make America Great Again." 
According to Billboard Magazine, the 
politically-charged dress helped boost 
Villa's album sales. 
Speaking of outfit choices, Cee Lo Green 
dressed in all gold, from his fully-masked 
head to floor-length coat. The Grammys 
red carpet is one of the first times he has 
unveiled his altar ego, "Gnarly Davidson." 
The Grammys got political with Busta 
Rhymes condescendingly thanking 
"President Agent Orange," Paris Jackson's 
plea against the Dakota Access Pipeline, 
and Katy Perry's "Resist" armband in 
solidarity with Senator Elizabeth Warren. 
Photo courtesy of Twitter 
Adele, Rihanna, James Corden, and Cee Lo Green attend the Grammy Awards. 
Content by Gianna Caravetta/The USD Vista. Design by Nora Brewington/The USD Vista 
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Club Cheval at Bang Bang 
WALKER CHUPPE 
Arts & Culture Editor 
@lord. walker 
Club Cheval is an 
electronic dance music group 
from Lille, France, who falls 
into the house music genre. 
Their musical style is a bit 
difficult to pinpoint but features 
elements of deep house, future 
bass, and, occasionally, R&B. 
They released their debut 
full-length album "Discipline" 
in Mar. 2016 and have been 
touring during a large part 
of late 2016 and early 2017. 
Before releasing 
"Discipline," Club Cheval 
gained notoriety through 
singles like "Now u Realize" 
and through remixes of 
popular songs by Rihanna, 
Two Door Cinema Club, and 
Underworld. Though the group 
does produce and write its 
own music, the group also 
performs DJ sets, in which they 
live mix a combination of their 
own music and other tracks. 
Club Cheval arrived in 
San Diego and played a DJ 
set at Bang Bang, a sushi bar 
and nightclub on Market Street 
in Downtown San Diego. A 
rather interesting combination 
of food and dance, Bang 
Bang serves high-quality 
sushi at the bar area and is 
fairly well-known for it around 
San Diego. It also features 
many popular groove-based 
electronic and dance music 
artists in its nightclub section. 
The ambiance at Bang 
Bang is unique as well, 
especially compared to 
the many other nightclubs 
in Gaslamp and around 
Downtown. The club is a 
medley of Japanese culture 
and fluorescent nightlife and 
is dimly lit by paper lanterns 
decorated with patterns and 
outlines of butterflies. The 
lighting changes from hues of 
orange to purple, and it gives 
the venue a tropical ambiance 
Club Cheval kicks off its live DJ 
that adds to the club's overall 
relaxed charm. Compared to 
the loud, in-your-face vibe at 
clubs like Omnia and Fluxx, 
Bang Bang's atmosphere 
is like a warm sea breeze. 
Around San Diego, Bang 
Bang is gaining notoriety for 
its unique music selection, but 
also for its small quirks that 
make the experience there 
feel special. Drinks are served 
in a myriad of creative ways— 
the most memorable being in 
a white porcelain cat mug, with 
a straw poking out the top of its 
head. Bang Bang's bathrooms 
also have themed stalls, one 
that famously has pictures 
of Ryan Gosling plastered 
all over it and another 
that is entirely Hello Kitty. 
Besides its cute bonuses, 
the club has also hosted many 
high-profile names in the 
dance music world, including 
Louis the Child, Purity Ring, 
Bondax, Pete Tong, and Nosaj 
Thing. Many of the artists that 
play CRSSD music festival 
in San Diego also go on to 
play sets at Bang Bang as 
well, so if you are into that 
set at Bang Bang in Downtown San 
style of music at all, the club 
is definitely worth a look. 
Club Cheval played an 
extended DJ set at Bang Bang 
on Friday night that kicked off 
at 10 p.m., and most of the 
crowd was still in the lounge 
Diego. 
so, the crowd had trickled in 
enough to the point where 
there was lively atmosphere 
out on the dance floor. 
The members of Club 
Cheval took turns DJing, and 
each member had their own 
area, ordering sushi and 
relaxing. This left the dance 
floor essentially empty, and 
if you wanted to walk up to 
the DJs and just say hello, 
you could easily give them a 
thumbs up, as many people 
did. However, by 10:30 or 
Walker Chuppe/The USD Vista 
style. It was an interesting 
experience seeing DJs 
essentially pass the baton 
to one another. The music 
varied more in style and 
genre than the tracks on their 
album, ranging from groovy 
beats to high-energy French 
Walker Chuppe/The USD Vista 
house. Some "dance" music 
is actually quite difficult to 
dance to, especially if it's too 
fast-paced, but that wasn't 
the case with Club Cheval. 
Their tracks had good rhythm, 
and a highlight of the night 
was a remix of the popular 
Mac Miller song "Dang!" 
Although not all concert-
goers incredibly familiar with 
electronic music, going to Club 
Cheval's DJ set was definitely 
a fun experience. It wasn't 
incredibly packed—the crowd 
actually seemed a bit thin for 
a popular club on a Friday 
night. Nonetheless, everyone 
on the dance floor appeared 
to be having a great time. 
Bang Bang is a new 
favorite place to see live 
shows in San Diego, and 
the ambiance of the venue 
is relaxed and welcoming, 
especially compared to most of 
the other clubs in Downtown. 
If you like electronic music, 
perhaps give Club Cheval a 
listen. If you're looking for a 
new trendy spot to check out 
in San Diego, Bang Bang 
is definitely worth a shot. 
Walker Chuppe/The USD Vista Walker Chuppe/The USD Vista 
Two clubgoers were very excited to see Club Cheval's set at Bang Bang. The four DJs in Club Cheval take turns mixing live music. 
MAYA HOOD ON MOTHERHOOD 
How USD women's basketball player, Maya Hood, finds balance on and off the court 
JENNIFER GIVENS 
ASSISTANT FEATURE EDITOR 
After five years of playing for the University of San Diego women's basketball team, Maya Hood was named WCC Defender of the Year and second-team AII-WCC. Hood 
leads the team in scoring, rebounds, and steals, averaging 18.1 points 
and 8.1 rebounds. Despite this success, basketball is not what motivates 
her. 
According to Hood, it is her "crazy, loving, smart, energetic child, 
Elijah." 
Hood was a sophomore when she found out she was pregnant. 
As any young adult who receives unexpected news may feel, she was 
nervous to tell those who influenced her the most: her coaches and her 
parents. 
"I was super nervous to tell my coaches and my parents," Hood 
said. "When I did tell my coaches, they were super supportive of me. 
They definitely wanted me to have him, and they supported me in any 
decision I made, but, ultimately, they wanted me to have my son." 
As a single mother, Hood is helped by her immediate family. Her 
parents live in Mira Mesa, and her sister, Malina, also attended USD 
and played on the basketball team. Malina graduated in Spring 2016. 
They were all in close proximity to lend a hand. 
According to Hood, an overwhelming support system started to 
"HAVING A SON WHO IS ALWAYS IN THE 
BACK OF MY MIND, IS MY MOTIVATION." 
- MAYA HOOD 
form before she even gave birth to Elijah. Hood recalled her roommate, 
a USD volleyball player, would make sure that she was resting enough 
during her pregnancy. She also had help from her professors. 
"It was a rough time because finals were coming up, but, 
going into the fall semester, I had to tell all my teachers upfront what 
was going on," Hood said. "I had to tell them I was expecting a son in 
November. Most of the professors I had were super supportive and 
flexible. Having those professors really helped me. I am really thankful 
for them." 
On Nov. 26, 2013, Hood gave birth to her son, Elijah Alexander 
Ayala. While Hood was recovering and adjusting to her new role as a 
mother, her teammates, friends, and classmates would keep her up to 
date on what she missed. Hood was able to make it back to classes for 
her finals less than a month after giving birth. After having Elijah, she 
took a year off of basketball only to return more motivated than ever. 
It has been three years now since having Elijah, and Hood said 
she has adjusted to her many roles well but not without struggle. 
"There have been times where I had to stay up all night because 
my son was sick, then go to school in the morning, take a test, and 
[play] basketball," Hood said. "Most of the time, I am tired, but it's worth 
it because he is absolutely everything to me. He is my world. Knowing 
that I created this little human definitely gets me through the day." 
Hood shared that there were times she had to bring her son to 
practice or one of her teammates would watch him while she attended 
class. The old phrase "it takes a village" applies here, only in Hood's 
case it takes a team. 
One of the hardest parts for Hood has been traveling for 
basketball. Luckily, her parents are able to take care of Elijah, so she 
could play in every game. Hood admitted it is tough leaving her son, but 
her family, coaches, and her team help push her through. 
"Things like [support from my family and friends] I cannot really 
take for granted," Hood said. "1 am just so blessed and honored to have 
Maya Hood and her family. 
Photo courtesy of Maya Hood 
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the people around me supporting me throughout the process. I think 
going to school and having a kid is such a challenge, but I would not 
take it back at all." 
Some day she would like to pay it forward and use her story to 
reach out to other student atheletes who become parents in college. 
Hood explained that she hopes to use her experience to motivate others 
and show them that you can be an athlete, student, and parent. 
"One of my things down the line is I want to talk to student 
athletes who have been or are in this situation and talk about my 
experience," Hood said. "I want other women to know it is definitely 
a struggle, but, in the end, when you see your child and you see how 
happy they are, it is all worth it." 
Having a child is not easy for even the most prepared adult. 
Having a child as a college student is even more difficult, but Hood was 
able to balance basketball, school, and being a mom. She admitted she 
bobbled a few times, but also remembered what was important. 
"Having a son who is always in the back of my mind, is my 
motivation," Hood said. "I push through the hard days knowing he is 
there. I have somebody else that I have to worry about, and it's not all 
about me. Making sure that I focus on that and that it is going to be 
worth it in the end. My biggest thing is, it can be done. I know I am not 
the first, and I will not be the last person in this situation. I do not want 
women to feel judged or ashamed. You-are definitely strong enough, 
and you can do it. Do not give up. Do not lose hope." 
Hood recently graduated in the fall, and ended her basketball 
season early when she tore her ACL her meniscus on her right knee 
in a game against Seattle University. She is recovering quickly, but is 
unsure if she will be eligible to play in the 2017-2018 season. In the 
meantime, Hood can still be found around campus getting her master's 
degree in leadership or shooting hoops with Elijah. 
"[Elijah] has a love for sports," Hood said. "We usually shoot 
on his little hoop together on home. He can spend hours and hours 
shooting on his basket, it's the cutest thing. I would love for him to follow 
in my footsteps one day." 
While Hood awaits the verdict on her college basketball career, 
she can rest assured knowing that she created her own legacy at USD. 
"Being a mom and a student athlete is something I will have 
forever, and it is something that will never be taken away from me," 
Hood said. "I am creating my \egacy. I am trying to set an example for 
the next person who thinks they can't do it and show them that you can." 
Photo courtesty of Maya Hood 
Maya Hood's son, Elijah Alexander Ayala, cheers for his mom 
from the stands. 
"I WANT OTHER WOMEN TO KNOW IT IS DEFINITELY A STRUGGLE, BUT, IN THE 
END, WHEN YOU SEE YOUR CHILD AND YOU SEE HOW HAPPY THEY ARE, IT IS ALL 
WORTH IT." 
- MAYA HOOD 
Photos courtesy of Maya Hood 
Left: Maya Hood and her family at a basketball game; right: Maya and Elijah at the zoo. Nora Brewington/The USD Vista 
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Torero sidewalk etiquette 
How to cut your commute time down and keep the sidewalks clear 
DIEGO LUNA 
Managing Editor 
If you haven't already 
noticed the six-foot fences on 
both sides of Marian Way, you 
will. Surely, you've noticed 
the thousands of Toreros that 
spawned out of nowhere? 
At least that's what it seems 
like on the sidewalks these 
days. The expansion of the 
Colachis Plaza is the newest 
construction project at the 
University of San Diego, 
and it has re-opened an 
ongoing topic of conversation: 
sidewalk etiquette. 
With much of the 
construction cutting into 
space previously open to 
pedestrians, it is no secret 
that students and faculty 
are finding it more difficult 
getting to classes on time 
with the high foot traffic. 
The amount of people 
walking on either side of 
the fences has increased 
significantly. It doesn't help 
Chinchilla mentioned 
his frustration with the 
pedestrians who stop and chat 
in the middle of the sidewalk, 
blocking other " students. 
"[The pedestrians] 
need to get on the grass," 
Chinchilla said. "There is no 
people in school in less time. 
"I think it's great we get 
to see the beautiful faces 
of every single student," 
Bijelic said. "It happens 
in a span of 10 minutes." 
However, when common 
courtesy begins to diminish 
"I think it's great we get to see the 
beautiful faces of every single student. It 
happens in a span of 10 minutes." 
- Kylie Bijelic 
way they could stop in the 
middle of the sidewalk and 
talk; they have to mindful that 
people are behind them." 
Chinchilla went on to say 
that seeing too many familiar 
faces in such a short time 
frame can be burdensome 
and take up valuable 
class commuting time. 
"It is horrible," Chinchilla 
said. "People just walk to 
their class and can't say 
a word to their friends 
"[The pedestrians] need to get on the 
grass. There is no way they could stop in 
the middle of the sidewalk and talk; they 
have to mindful that people are behind 
them." 
- Jhonnatan Chinchilla 
that the sidewalks are only 
a few feet wide and traffic 
during peak pedestrian 
hours seems to have 
increased due to parking 
constraints and the popularity 
of the West Parking Lot. 
Students and faculty 
admit that the number 
people they encounter on 
their daily trek to class has 
indeed multiplied, which 
has only exacerbated their 
lack of sidewalk etiquette. 
Senior Jhonnatan 
because you can't suddenly 
stop and say, 'What's up?"' 
Senior Max 
Cardinale spoke about the 
difficulties of navigating 
the sidewalks quickly. 
"There are always people 
in front that are walking slow 
and taking up the entire 
lane, instead of moving off to 
the right in case someone's 
trying to go by," Cardinale 
said. "It's definitely annoying." 
Senior Kylie Bijelic 
admitted that she sees more 
and road rage is in full 
effect, car drivers still have 
to abide by certain rules. 
Why shouldn't pedestrians? 
When it comes to getting 
across campus, there are 
some unwritten rules that 
Toreros should follow. Though 
we don't often think about 
it, we're constantly making 
decisions that coordinate with 
others' rules, especially when 
we walk around Alcala Park. 
We should aim to behave 
as though people who know 
what we're doing, not like 
pinbails bouncing frenetically 
off the flippers. Plus, 
bumping into others will not 
score you any bonus points. 
Here are five suggestions 
for beginning or expanding 
your sidewalk etiquette: 
1. Don't stop and chat in the middle of the 
sidewalk. 
Just don't do it. Students and faculty are trying 
to get their class or meeting on time. If they are power 
walking to their destination and you suddenly stop, 
they might bump into you. If you absolutely must talk 
to someone, pull to the margins or grass area, but 
make sure you're not obstructing someone else's 
path. Be considerate and at least put your blinker on. 
2. Stick to your right. 
lnanoddimitationofcartraffic,folksseemtohavequietly 
decided that it was ideal if everyone agreed on one side 
of the street—their relative right—toward their direction of 
travel. Unless you want to unleash havoc on the sidewalks, 
don't be the person who tries to stroll on the wild wild left. 
3. Keep a good speed. 
We're not all Olympic power-walkers, but try to 
maintain a good speed and make way for everyone who 
might need assistance up and down Marian Way. It takes 
two to tango, and, just like the traditional Argentinian 
dance, pedestrian traffic has a rhythm. Fall behind, 
and you'll soon find that someone is tailgating you. 
4. Don't tailgate, and look where you're going. 
Even if you thinkyou're pretty darn good atmultitasking, 
truth is, it makes you a less-attentive Torero. Texting and 
driving is never okay, and neither is texting and walking. 
5. Don't walk with your entire crew. 
The sidewalk is only a few feet wide. It's 
understandable, and groups probably don't intend to clog 
up the foot traffic flow, but they certainly drag the pattern. 
Construction is scheduled to continue until 
August. Let's make the transition time a bit smoother 
by making good transit decisions on the sidewalks. 
Your fellow Torero walking behind you will thank you. 
Photos courtesy of Dray Wilson/The USD Vista 
To combat sidewalk traffic, follow these pedestrian guidelines. 
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Construction complicates parking 
Students discuss the added difficulties of parking on campus 
DANI DEVRIES 
Opinion Editor 
When students at the 
University of San Diego 
returned to school after winter 
break, they were surprised to 
find much of the west side of 
campus under construction. 
While some students 
welcomed the proposed 
changes, it's hard to deny 
that the construction has 
served as an inconvenience 
for students frequenting 
that part of campus. Among 
those especially annoyed are 
students having a hard time 
finding parking and running late 
to class due to the increased 
traffic along the routes 
surrounding the construction. 
With all of Marian Way 
being closed off, 50 to 60 
parking spaces are being 
eliminated. To pick up this 
slack, other parking spots on 
campus are already in higher 
demand, and students have 
to plan ahead to ensure they 
make it to class on time. 
Recently, signs have 
been spotted in the Missions 
Parking Structure that denote 
the structure is full. The signs 
advise students and visitors 
to park in the West Lot. 
However, for students who 
have class on the east side 
of campus, the West Lot is all 
the way on the opposite end of 
campus. Plus, more students 
are already using that lot 
because the construction took 
away parking spaces on that 
side of campus. Additionally, 
students normally have to 
take the tram from the West 
Lot, since it is at the bottom of 
the hill, meaning they have to 
allot even more time to waiting 
for the trams. When you 
combine all of these factors, 
it practically guarantees that 
people who are redirected 
from the Missions Structure 
to the West Lot will be late 
to wherever they need to go. 
Students also have to 
compete with visitors for 
parking spots, since there 
are no designated spots for 
visitors. This can be especially 
problematicwhen the university 
hosts events that draw in 
large numbers of people, 
like conferences or lectures. 
Some students question 
why the school makes parking 
so difficult, especially given that 
parkinig permits cost between 
$125 and $290 per year. 
Senior Lauren Abou-
Assi noted that the lack of 
parking due to construction 
is not only inconvenient, 
but it can also be unsafe. 
"I always knew USD 
was good at wasting money, 
but they've really outdone 
themselves with this new 
and unnecessary addition," 
Abou-Assi said. "[The new 
construction] is a waste of 
money and something no one 
asked for. It reduces parking 
on campus, something that 
is already limited, and also 
creates a security risk. I am 
in the library extremely late, 
opening up more residential 
parking to commuter students 
"[The new constuction] is a waste of 
money and something no one asked for. 
It reduces parking on campus, something 
that is already limited, and creates a 
secruity risk." 
-Lauren Abou-Assi 
Photo courtesy of Dani DeVries/The USD Vista 
The Missions Parking Structure is consistently full, forcing 
students to drive around in search of parking. 
especially during finals and 
the last thing I want to do is a) 
call [Public Safety] and wait for 
them to bring me down the hill or 
b) have to worry about walking 
down to the West Lot late at 
night, an area that anyone 
can come and go through. I 
don't feel safe walking down 
there and think this addition 
was not well thought out." 
With the parking 
demand at an all-time high, 
the university might consider 
implementing solutions to 
make the process less of a 
nightmare. One solution is 
making sure there are enough 
trams circulating campus to 
keep up with the demand for 
students having to park further 
and further away from their 
destination. Looping trams to 
and from Mission Beach would 
also lessen the number of cars 
trying to park on campus. 
Other options include 
during daylight hours, or 
limiting the number of reserved 
spaces around campus. 
However, unless more 
parking opens up, parking 
on campus is only going 
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Housing hunt: May the odds be in your favor 
Ride together. 
Spring 2017 Semester 
TRANSIT PASS 
Exclusive student discount. 
Unlimited rides all semester. 
$165 (Price includes a $15 USD subsidy) 
On sale until March 17 at the University Center Ticket Office 
sdmts.com/college 
Current, valid college student picture 10 required No replacements for lost, voided or stolen stickers. oo©o Photo courtesy of USD Auxiliary Services/Flickr The Alcala Vista Apartments are a popular housing option for second year 
students living on campus. 
DANI DEVRIES 
Opinion Editor 
As Feburary inches 
toward March, there is 
something in the back of most 
students at the University of 
San Diego's minds: finding 
housing. Although it seems 
like it may be too soon to even 
be thinking about securing a 
schedule of this year's on-
campus housing selection, 
Residential Life urged 
students to consider housing 
sooner rather than later. 
"Studentsshould plantheir 
living arrangements as soon 
as possible," a representative 
from Residential Life said. 
Brandon McCreary, 
Assistant Director of 
Administration, noted that 
7 have talked to my mom about my 
housing options, but I don't have anything 
set right now." 
-Kayla McNamara 
place to live, whether on or 
off campus, in reality, if those 
who haven't started looking 
don't think about housing 
soon, they might have a hard 
time locking down a place. 
The university, which 
mandates students live on 
campus their first two years, 
has already released the 
housing applications for next 
year, which closes on Feb. 28. 
At the end of March, 
students who have applied 
for on-campus housing will be 
notified of their room selection 
date and asked to confirm their 
roommate selections. Then, 
from April 3 to 10, students 
can select their housing. 
This selection process is 
determined by a lottery, which 
randomly assigns students to 
a room selection time period. 
Because of the 
while typically all students 
looking to live on campus can 
secure housing, the process 
has become more competitive. 
"We have certainly been 
able to place all undergraduate 
students that have applied by 
the Feb. 28 deadline since the 
start of the second year live on 
requirement, and often, even 
when students apply late (in the 
early summer) we are able to 
find them a place somewhere 
on campus," McCreary said. 
"Housing has certainly become 
much more competitive since 
the requirement though, 
and because of that,. there 
is the concern that we will 
not be able to find housing 
for all of our undergraduate 
students that are interested, 
especially when they apply 
after the February deadline." 
Students looking to 
move off-campus can expect 
to plan even further in 
advance to secure housing. 
Sophomore Kayla 
McNamara noted that it 
might be too early to nail 
down the details. However, 
she has considered her 
housing options briefly. 
"I have talked to my mom 
about my housing options, but 
I don't have anything set now," 
McNamara said. "I am thinking 
about living in Carmel [Pacific 
Ridge Apartments], but I 
don't know who I want to live 
with yet. It is still pretty soon 
[to] start thinking about it." 
While the timeline for 
those looking to live closer to 
campus is a little more lenient, 
students hoping to secure 
a house in highly-coveted 
Mission Beach can expect 
to start looking very soon. 
Junior Kate Newton has 
already begun the search to 
find the perfect beach house. 
"It's very competitive," 
Newton said. "My roommates 
they leave. Students hoping to 
live off-campus have to work 
out a deal with the landlord or 
"My roommates were already looking at 
places in January. Even last semester, 
when I was at a senior's house, I was 
asking what the price was, how they liked 
living at the house, etc." 
-Kate Newton 
were already looking at places 
in January. Even last semester, 
when I was at a senior's 
house, I was asking what the 
price was, how they liked living 
at the house, etc. Finding a 
place is definitely a priority." 
The housing search 
can become especially 
complicated for students 
planning to study abroad in the 
Fall but hoping to lock down 
housing for the Spring before 
Photo courtesy of Christopher Pollock/Flickr 
The boardwalk and beach are some of the elements that draw 
students to choose to live in Mission Beach. 
find another student, perhaps 
one that is studying abroad in 
Spring, to trade places with. 
Once the perfect house 
is secured, sometimes it's 
easier just to stay in the 
same place the next year. 
Senior Maddy Piatt found 
a house at the beach when she 
came back from abroad. She 
and her roommates decided to 
stay in the same house the next 
year to avoid going through 
the housing search again. 
"It's so much work to 
find the right house," Piatt 
said. "Although we probably 
could have found a house 
we liked better than the one 
we were in, the process is 
so daunting we didn't want 
to go through it again, so 
we just decided to stay put." 
For students that have yet 
to consider housing, perhaps 
it's time to start thinking about 
where you might want to live 
or who you want to live with. 
After all, the early bird gets 
the worm, but all the late 
bird ever gets is overpriced 
rent or a terrible landlord. 
Photo courtesy of Dani DeVries/The USD Vista 
Students last year started their housing search in Feburary to secure a house in 
coveted Mission Beach. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the University of San Diego, or its student body. 
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Do pets have a place on campus? 
Examining pet policies here at USD 
DANI DEVRIES 
Opinion Editor 
It is evident by the 
amount of pets spotted around 
campus that students at 
the University of San Diego 
love their furry friends. While 
most would think that USD 
is very pet-friendly given 
their presence on campus, 
in actuality, the university 
has a pretty strict policy 
regarding animals on campus. 
University Policy 
#2.11.1 titled "Animals on 
university property" outlines 
that pets are limited to a very 
small section of campus. 
"To promote a healthy 
and safe environment for 
the university community, 
the University of San Diego 
prohibits the presence of 
pets and other animals in all 
buildings, residence halls, 
athletic fields, outside dining 
areas, or other facilities that 
are owned, leased, operated or 
maintained by the university," 
the policy stated. "Pets 
and other animals are not 
permitted at university events." 
The policy also specified 
where select pets are 
allowed. 
"Dogs are permitted on 
roads and outdoor grounds 
(other than those specified 
above) on the university 
campus, provided they are 
on a leash," the policy stated. 
"The owner is responsible 
for controlling the animal's 
behavior and for promptly 
removing and disposing of 
the animal's waste. All dogs 
on campus must be tagged, 
licensed, and vaccinated in 
accordance with California 
law. Dogs may not be tied to 
trees or other structures and 
may not be left unattended." 
There are some 
exceptions to this policy 
that the university mentions. 
These include guide and-
service dogs, animals used for 
academic research or public 
safety needs, classroom pets 
at the Manchester Childhood 
Development Center, pets of 
employees living in university-
owned housing, and fish in a 
tank smaller than 10 gallons. 
However, for the most part, 
the animals we see around 
campus seem to be violating 
the university's animal policy. 
Some students are aware 
of the campus policies but 
choose to disregard them. 
Senior Kelly Gardner 
recounted that when her older 
sister went to USD, she and 
her roommates got around the 
pet policy and had a cat living 
with them in student housing. 
"She got [her cat] Fred in 
October in the Vistas and had 
no problems with him,"Gardner 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the University of San Diego, or its student body. 
said. "He is a really quiet cat, 
so it was easy to hide him, and 
they never had any problems. 
My sister completely took care 
of him, so her roommates 
didn't mind at all. It was nice to 
be able to go up to her place 
and hang out with Fred for 
some pet therapy. The next 
year, my sister ran into her 
[Resident Assistant] from the 
Vistas on campus and asked 
her if she knew they had a cat, 
and she had no idea. Some 
other girls I know got a cat in 
the Vistas the year after my 
sister had Fred there because 
they knew about him, but that 
cat was very vocal, so they 
got caught and had to return 
well. Then, there are meetings 
with [Residential Life], my 
RAs, and my roommates." 
The student shared 
that she thinks the process 
is a little over the top. 
"[The university] requires 
an off-campus therapist to 
prescribe me my dog, which 
I find a bit frustrating because 
therapy isn't the only way to 
wellness," the student said. 
"I have been in therapy, but 
it was never as effective as 
other routes. So to ask me 
to go find a therapist, when I 
haven't been to one in about a 
year, outside of the school to 
prescribe [my dog] to me is a 
bit frustrating. I think we should 
"[My dog] is in the process of getting 
registered as an Emotional Support 
Animal through the school. He's already 
been registered; he just has to be 
approved by the school now." 
-Anonymous 
him to the humane society." 
While some students are 
able to sneakily avoid the pet 
policies, other students that 
wish to legally have pets living 
on campus with them have 
to go through a very detailed 
process with the school. 
One student, who 
wished to remain anonymous, 
described this process. 
"[My dog] is in the process 
of getting registered as an 
Emotional Support Animal 
(ESA) through the school," 
the student said. "He's already 
registered, he just has to be 
approved by the school now. 
Basically, first you meet with 
the [Community Director], 
be able to meet with health and 
wellness, explain our situation, 
and leave it to their discretion." 
The student added that, 
as long as the animal is safe 
and everyone living with the 
animal is okay with it, the 
school should accept that. 
"I think the animal should 
have to be approved through 
the school to ensure no one 
is keeping a puppy or some 
animal that's not suited to live 
in an apartment," the student 
said. "However, [the school] 
seemed more concerned in 
making sure I'm not 'faking 
it' than anything, which is 
honestly a bit insulting. It's not 
comfortable for me to admit 'oh 
yeah I need an ESA,' so I don't 
"He is a really quiet cat, so it was easy 
to hide him, and they never had any 
problems." 
-Kelly Gardener 
process, why would I make 
it up? Additionally, even if I 
were willing to go through this 
process and had an animal 
suited to live in my apartment 
and my roommates were okay 
with it, what harm is the dog 
doing even if I were, for some 
ridiculous reason, faking it?" 
While some of the animals 
spotted on campus are surely 
registered as emotional 
support animals, it is clear 
others are simply pets being 
brought onto campus and 
let off leash. Although most 
students seem to welcome 
the sight of other people's furry 
friends on campus, it is unfair 
for some students to have to 
go through a lengthy process 
of registering their pets, while 
others remain, unbothered by 
the university's policy. Perhaps 
it is time for the university 
to adopt a more pet-friendly 
policy to accommodate for 
those that wish to have pets 
and can be responsible 
pet owners on campus. 
Otherwise, the fair thing to 
do is to enforce the policy 
for everyone, as to not favor 
certain students over others. 
Brooklyn Dippo/The USD Vista 
Dogs may love coffee, but they don't make great students. Per 
campus policy, it's best to leave them at home when you head to 
class. 
Brooklyn Dippo/The USD Vista 
Rather than violating university policy and walking dogs off-
leash, take them to the local dog beach to run around. 
and then you have to get a 
therapist to verify that you do 
need an ESA. Then, you meet 
with Health and Wellness, 
and they verify your need as 
like having to convince people. 
Why would I make that up? If 
I'm willing to pay for this dog 
to be registered, come forth to 
the school, and go through this 
Brooklyn Dippo/The USD Vista 
If you're looking for a furry study buddy, it is best to study at 
your desk at home, rather than on campus. 
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Oakland Raiders may be moving to San Diego 
JAKE ELLIS 
Contributor 
For about 56 years, 
San Diego was home to the 
Chargers. San Diego loved 
its Chargers. While they were 
not always the best team, this 
city never stopped showing 
love for its team. 2015 came 
around, and there were rumors 
of the team possibly jumping 
to the city of Los Angeles. 
The team owner, Dean 
Spanos, had always dreamed 
of bringing a team back to 
the city of Los Angeles. In the 
summer of 2016, the St. Louis 
Rams received permission 
to move back to Los Angeles 
for the upcoming season. 
The San Diego Chargers 
also got permission, while the 
Oakland Raiders passed on 
the idea of moving back to L.A. 
When Dean Spanos was 
asked if he would not commit 
to reviving the negotiations 
with the city of San Diego, 
he said that they were going 
to look at all of their options, 
but he was noncommittal. 
His plan, ostensibly from 
the moment he purchased 
the team, was always to 
move a team to Los Angeles. 
He seemed to have wanted 
all the big lights to be on 
his team. It seemed that he 
thought those lights would 
shine brightest in Los Angeles. 
With the Rams and 
Chargers staking their claims 
in Los Angeles, the Oakland 
Raiders might be looking 
for a new relocation city. 
The Raiders have filed 
relocation papers to move 
to Las Vegas. Yet, after 
casino businessman Sheldon 
Adelson and investment 
bankers at Goldman 
Sachs both withdrew from 
The Raiders and quarterback 
negotiations, the Raiders are 
now looking for a new home. 
Of course, a move to San 
Diego would put the Raiders 
in a city that long considered 
them to be a bitter rival. The 
two teams have met 115 times. 
Aidan Davison, a senior 
at University of San Diego, 
cannot believe that the Raiders 
could be leaving his hometown. 
"If they leave, of course I 
would be pissed because that is 
where I am from, and they have 
so much support from the local 
community," Davison said. 
"There is much history 
in Oakland. The city just can 
never get anything together 
to build a new stadium. That 
is why they are leaving. 
Now that the Vegas deal fell 
through, it will be interesting 
Photo courtesy of Clifton Kenny/Twitter 
Derek Carr have enjoyed support from some San Diegans in past seasons. 
to see what all goes down." money if they were to move 
The possibility of the to a place like Las Vegas. But 
Raiders coming to San if they somehow were able 
Diego County seems very 
slim because of the Raiders' 
popularity in Southern 
California. Many consider 
them the most loved 
team on the West Coast. 
One concern of a 
possible Raiders move would 
be them acquiring previous 
fans of the Chargers. While 
a move might be a possibility 
to some, others do not think it 
is feasible. Davison believes 
that it is wishful thinking. 
"I honestly do not believe 
that it is a real possibility," 
Davison said. "San Diego 
does not seem to be able to 
support a team right now, and 
they would make a lot more 
to workout a deal to build a 
new stadium, or to upgrade 
Qualcomm, thatwould be cool." 
San Diego may have 
seemed like a great place 
to have a new football 
team, but the support, just 
did not seem to be there. 
There have been many 
chances to upgrade Qualcomm 
Stadium, but the city officials 
According to Davison, he feels 
that the support is lacking 
in America's Finest City. 
"I do not think that 
a football team would 
make much money here," 
Davison said. "I have been 
to games at Qualcomm 
where the away team makes 
up most of the crowd." 
Even when the Chargers 
were arguably one of the 
best teams in the league, the 
attendance was still down. It 
"San Diego does not seem to be 
able to support a team right now, and 
they would make a lot more money if 
they were to move to a place like Las 
Vegas." 
-Aidan Davison 
were opposed to it when it was 
on the ballot last fall, even if it 
was funded through a hotel tax. 
The sports teams in San 
Diego do not compare to 
the team from the Bay Area. 
seems as if both the likelihood 
and possibility of a team coming 
back to San Diego is low. 
It seems like San Diego 
may be without a football team 
for the first time since 1960. 
Photo courtesy of Oakland Raiders/Twitter 
Fans may have to get used to the Raiders helmet being worn outside of Oakland. 
Photo courtesy of The NFL Hotline/Twitter 
Raider fans could become a familiar sight in San Diego. 
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San Diego Gulls continue to fly high 
While the San Diego 
sports landscape may appear 
bleak, fans are searching 
for their newest sports 
fix. The city is not limited 
when it comes to options. 
The San Diego area's 
two biggest basketball 
programs, the Aztecs of San 
Diego State University and 
the Toreros of the University 
of San Diego, continue to play 
relatively uninspiring hoops-. 
College baseball has 
just barely kicked things 
into gear, while Major 
League Baseball teams just 
returned to the diamond 
for spring training. Opening 
Day is still weeks away. 
This begs the question: 
where can San Diego sports 
fans, still smarting from the 
blow the Chargers inflicted on 
them last month, turn to satisfy 
their competitive cravings? 
Look no further than 
the Valley View Casino 
Center and the hottest team 
in town: the Gulls of the 
American Hockey League. 
A minor league affiliate of 
the National Hockey League's 
Anaheim Ducks, the Gulls are 
midway through their second 
season in America's Finest City 
while reaching new heights 
Photo courtesy of San Diego Gulls/Twitter 
Right wing Corey Tropp battles for the puck against the San Antonio Rampage. Tropp leads the team with 37 points-
opponents either: 10 of the 
Gulls' games during that 
span were played against 
teams in the top three 
spots in the standings. 
After an inaugural AHL 
season that culminated in a trip 
to the Pacific Division finals, 
the continuation of the team's 
winning ways-in 2016-17 has 
forced locals to pay attention. 
and strategic marketing 
efforts that are paying off 
with the hometown faithful. 
Recent promotions 
include a Star Wars Night and 
the hiring of San Diego native 
and MLB All-Star Adam Jones 
as an honorary off-ice official. 
They've even capitalized 
on the frustrations of jilted Bolts 
backers, offering Chargers 
With ticket prices as 
low as $19, an organization 
focused as much on the fan 
experience as it is on the 
team's performance, and high-
quality hockey taking the ice on 
a nightly basis, there seems to 
be little keeping the Gulls out 
of San Diego's winter limelight. 
The Chargers' bolt north 
left a sizable hole in the hearts 
of the hometown faithful, but 
the Gulls appear intent on 
repairing those wounds with 
a dominant run of success 
that looks to be far from over. 
San Diegans may be 
strangers to the frigid ice that 
the team calls home. But 
thanks to a hard-to-fathom hot 
streak, locals certainly seem 
to be warming up to the Gulls. 
GULLS HOME SCHEDULE 
DATE OPPONENT TIME 
Tucson Roadrunners 7 p.m. 
Texas Stars 
Photo courtesy of San Diego Gulls/Twitter 
Goaltender Dustin Tokarski protects the net in Sunday's game against Bakersfield. 
as the city's team of choice 
for these long winter months. 
How has a minor league 
hockey team in the land of 
beaches and sun managed 
to find success and make 
San Diegans forget the time 
Chargers owner Dean Spanos 
spurned them to add some cash 
to his personal bottom line? 
It starts with a points 
streak that's been building 
since the beginning of January. 
After beating the Bakersfield 
Condors on Sunday, Feb. 12 
by a convincing score score 
of 4-0, the Gulls had recorded 
either a tie or a win in 14 of their 
last 15 games, running off a 
13-1-0 record that's catapulted 
them toward the top of the 
Pacific Division standings. 
The string of victories 
didn't come against cupcake 
The downside of all of 
this success, however, is that, 
as a minor league affiliate, 
the Gulls are often tasked 
with replacing their best 
players as they get called up 
to play for the big league club. 
Players, such as human 
highlight reel Kalle Kossila, 
winger Corey Tropp, and All-
Star defenseman Brandon 
Montour, are routinely shuffled 
between the Gulls and the 
Ducks, leaving others like 
leading goal scorer Antoine 
Laganiere and newly 
acquired goaltender Jhonas 
Enroth to pick up the slack. 
The consequential lack 
of familiarity with players 
could be a curse to the 
fandom of some. However, 
the Gulls ably overcome 
such an obstacle with savvy 
season ticket holders free 
tickets to a home game this 
coming weekend against 
the Tucson Roadrunners. 
That footprint should be 
expected to grow even larger 
as the season wears on and the 
playoff push begins to heat up. 
This past Sunday marked 
the beginning of a partnership 
between the team and local 
television network Fox 5 San 
Diego, with energetic play-
by-play voice Craig Elsten 
and former hockey player 
B.J. McPherson handling 
the play-calling duties. 
Between the 9,000-or-so 
fans who attend every home 
game and the thousands 
more who are likely to watch 
on TV, the Gulls should 
have no problem grabbing 
the attention of locals. 
3/10* 
Rockford Ice Hogs 
Tucson Roadrunners 7 p.m. 
San Jose Barracuda 7 p.m. 
Tucson Roadrunners 7 p.m. 
Stockton Heat 
San Jose Barracuda 7 p.m. 
* All fans receive a free Mighty Ducks hat while supplies 
NOAH HILTON 
Asst. Sports Editor 
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University of San Diego junior 
MATTHEW ROBERSON 
Sports Editor 
Riley Adams, a junior 
catcher on the University of San 
Diego baseball team, is one of 
the most polished players at 
his position in the entire nation. 
As a sophomore during 
the 2016 season, Adams 
led the Toreros in several 
offensive categories. His 
six home runs, 18 doubles, 
37 RBI, and .443 on-base 
percentage were all good for 
the team lead. He was also the 
only player to appear in all 56 
games of the Toreros season, 
starting in every single one. 
Adams' offensive 
prowess, paired with his 
durability and defensive 
abilities behind the plate, have 
made him a hot commodity 
among Major League 
Baseball scouts. Baseball 
Americai, regarded by most 
to be the premiere source 
for amateur baseball news 
and notes, ranked Adams as 
its 37th best prospect for the 
2017 MLB Draft. Baseball 
America also declared Adams 
a preseason Ail-American 
earlier this offseason. 
It becomes apparent very 
quickly that Adams does not 
pay much attention to the hype 
of the outside world. Sitting on 
a bench outside USD's state-
of-the-art clubhouse, Adams 
Photo courtesy of USD Baseball/Twitter 
catcher Riley Adams was named to Baseball America's preseason Ail-American team on Jan. 30. 
appeared focused and driven. 
While most would take to 
the internet or social media 
to learn of their preseason 
All-American status, the 6'4" 
graduate of nearby Canyon 
Crest Academy revealed that 
he originally heard the news 
from his most-dedicated fans. 
"Honestly, I feel like it 
was probably my parents 
[who told me]," Adams said. 
"They probably get to me 
first. I don't really check 
social media a whole lot. My 
mom's a big person on that. 
I think she was the one that 
probably saw it somewhere 
and texted me. It was cool." 
This low-key attitude, free 
from outside distractions, is 
something that has seemed 
to help Adams reached the 
high level of performance that 
he maintains today. As a high 
school senior, Adams was 
selected in the 37th round of 
the 2014 MLB Draft by the 
Chicago Cubs. To hear Adams 
tell the story of why he chose 
to attend USD rather than sign 
with the Cubs, one gets the idea 
that he is supremely confident 
in his decision making. 
"They had called me on 
the day of the draft saying, 
'Hey, if we got you around this 
pick and gave you this much 
money, would you accept 
it?"' Adams said. "For myself, 
personally, the money that 
they were offering wasn't 
close to the experience that 
I would have had here [at 
USD], I'm pretty glad for that." 
The experience at 
USD has been a fruitful one 
for Adams. Apart from his 
personal achievements, the 
sweet swinging backstop has 
also been a part of several 
victories over nationally-
ranked programs. As a 
freshman in 2015, Adams 
helped the Toreros knock off 
the No. 8 Texas Longhorns in 
Austin, Texas before traveling 
to Starkville, Miss, and 
winning two of three games 
against No. 7 Mississippi 
State University. The Toreros 
finished that season with a 33-
22 record. Last year was a bit 
more of a struggle for USD, as 
their record slipped to 27-29, 
giving head coach Rich Hill his 
first losing season since 2011. 
In what will likely be 
his last season of college 
baseball before the MLB Draft 
comes calling again, Adams is 
determined to bring the USD 
baseball program to a place 
it has never been before. 
"The ultimate goal is 
definitely to get to Omaha [for 
the College World Series]," 
Adams said. "There's a lot of 
good talent on this team, and 
a lot of old veterans. I think 
we're very eager to get going." 
Adams and his 
Photo courtesy of USD Media Relations 
Major League Baseball scouts have raved about Adams' arm strength as a catcher. 
teammates will get going 
on Friday, Feb. 17 when 
they welcome the Vanderbilt 
University Commodores for a 
three game series at Fowler 
Park. The Commodores are 
considered a consensus Top 10 
team among college baseball 
publications. They are coming 
off a 2016 season in which they 
went 43-19, including three 
lopsided victories over USD 
by a combined score of 38-11. 
The past does not 
deter Adams from having 
high hopes for this year's 
matchup with Vanderbilt. In 
fact, his team's poor showing 
against them in 2016 seems 
to motivate Adams even 
more for the 2017 installment. 
"I think we're definitely 
excited for Vanderbilt," Adams 
said. "I think we're all looking 
forward to that test. We 
went out to Vanderbilt last 
year; I don't think we were 
as prepared as we should 
have been. We've done a 
much better job [this year] of 
getting in the right mindset." 
While the upcoming 
college baseball season is 
certainly at the forefront of his 
mind, Adams is acutely aware 
that this will be his last year in 
Torero blue. When the topic 
of mock drafts and preseason 
draft rankings comes up, both 
of which typically tout him 
as one of the best college 
catchers in America, Adams 
says that they are nearly 
impossible to keep away from. 
"I've seen [the rankings 
and mock draft picks]," 
Adams said. "It's hard not 
to see them. Everyone 
has their own opinion. I 
have my own of myself." 
Knowing that he will 
soon be a professional 
catcher, Adams provided 
some insight into who he 
emulates his game after. 
"I love a guy like Buster 
Posey with the Giants," 
Adams said. "He's a big 
one. I just love to watch him. 
Everything he does from 
either catching or hitting, or 
just the way that he controls a 
game and the pitching staff." 
When looking at his 
baseball pedigree, it's easy to 
assume that Adams has been a 
hardcore devotee of the game 
since a young age. However, 
he was also a star basketball 
player at Canyon Crest, 
averaging 21 points and 15 
rebounds per game as a high 
school senior. Along with his 
accolades from the hardwood 
court, Adams is also a second 
degree black belt, something 
that he jokingly hopes he 
can put to use this year. 
"Karate is actually the 
first sport I got into as a kid," 
Adams said. "I started before 
I was three-years-old and did 
it up until eighth grade. If for 
some crazy reason there's 
ever a fight that breaks 
out on the field, I like my 
chances to help our team out." 
Whether it's in the 
batter's box, behind the plate 
in his defensive crouch, or 
during a hypothetical karate 
battle with a West Coast 
Conference foe, Riley Adams 
is primed to help out the 2017 
Toreros in a multitude of ways. 
USD BASEBALL 
HOME SCHEDULE 
2/17 vs. Vanderbilt 
2/18 vs. Vanderbilt 
2/19 vs. Vanderbilt 
2/21 vs.KTWiz* 
2/24 vs. Notre Dame 
* Korean professional team 
Meet Riley Adams, USD's preseason All-American 
